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Gary Lee Nova: Immense Stone at Baalbec, collage, 1967 

 

1965-70  
 

Experiments in collage begin with Gary Lee Nova, Al Neil, Gregg Simpson and bill 

bissett. They also collaborated in experimental multi-media work together at the Sound 

Gallery, Motion Studios, and Intermedia. 

 

 
 

Gary Lee Nova and Bob Arnold: Installation in Stratford, Ontario, 1970 

In 1968 Gregg Simpson, bill bissett, david uu, Gary Lee Nova, Ian Wallace, Paul Wong, 

Joy Long and Ardis Breeze exhibited collages, paintings and concrete poetry at the 

Mandan Ghetto Gallery on West 4th Ave. in Vancouver. 
 



 
 

Poster for Collage Show by Gregg Simpson 



 

UBC periodical, The Western Gate 's front page displayed works from the Collage Show 
(above Miami Moon by bill bissett; 

(below) Young Man Arguing About the State of the Universe by Gregg Simpson 
 

 

 



 
 

One of the most important exhibitions at the Mandan Ghetto was Brazilia 73, the first 

international exhibition of concrete poetry ever held in Canada. The name was from a poem by 

Gerry Gilbert in which his fellow poets were invited to meet again Brazilia in 1973 and continue 

the exploration of sound and visual poetry which this exhibition featured. 

 

Works by Canadian poets bill bissett, Pierre Coupey, Gerry Gilbert, David W. Harris, bp Nichol, 

and Stephen Scobie with International contributions from Henri Chopin, Ian Hamilton Finlay, 

Dom Sylvester Houdard, Ernst Jandl, and the American, D.A. Levy. The exhibition was opened 

by Eli Mandel, then head of the Canada Council writing division. 

 

 

 



 

Gregg Simpson Arabian Daze, collage, 1968 

Film makers at this time in Vancouver  used techniques like juxtaposition and quick cut 

editing to achieve a dissociation of the senses. Poets david uu and Gerry Gilbert and 

Gregg Simpson all made dada-inspired home movies in 8mm at the same time as 

fiImmakers Al Razutis, Dave Rimmer, Al Sens, Gary Lee Nova and others made more 

elaborate statements combining abstraction with cosmic imagery. 

 

 

 
 

Life With Dada, an 8mm film by Gregg Simpson, 1967-'68 
 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hx-Vh1uIk10
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hx-Vh1uIk10


 

1970 

Publication of the essay The Triumph of the Surreal by Gregg Simpson in the Georgia Straight. 

Collage below was included with the essay. 

 
 

The publication of Splendor Solis by the Georgia Straight as an art supplement. Edited 

by Gregg Simpson, it featured surrealist drawings, photographs and collages, together 

with alchemical, mystical and revolutionary writings. Splendor Solis included 

contributions by: david uu, Al Neil, Gary Lee Nova, Gilles Foisy, Gregg Simpson,  

Ed Varney, Michael de Coursey, Jack Wise, Gathie Falk and Glenn Lewis. 

 

1971  

Formation of the Divine Order of the Lodge in North Vancouver, by Gregg Simpson and david 

uu (David W, Harris) The group in its publication, Lodgisticks, included contributions by Ingrid 

Harris, Gary Lee Nova, Gilles Foisy, Bob Coleman and others. The first exhibition was at the 

Avelles Gallery, operated by painter Leo Labelle in Vancouver in December, 1971.  For the 

exhibition the floor of the gallery was punctuated by a grid of golden eggs.  

Ritual theatre, collage, painting, and poetry were the main pursuits, carried out as a modern 

version of groups like the Salon de la Rose Croix, during the Symbolist Movement in France. 

The Surrealists were   the 20th century precursors they felt closest to, along with occult traditions 

such as alchemy, mythology and pagan philosophy.  

http://www.greggsimpson.com/Chrono_Triumph.html


 

david uu, Ingrid Harris and Bob Coleman in a scene from Embalmanation,1972 

  
 

 

 

 

 
Scenes From AetherOre, The Isle Of Avalon Society, 1971 



The Vancouver School of Collage exhibition at the UBC Fine Arts Gallery combines the work 

of Gary Lee Nova, Ed Varney, david uu, Gilles Foisy, Al Neil, bill bissett and Gregg Simpson 

with that of Ian Wallace, Jeff Wall and Chris Dikeakos.  

 

Gregg Simpson receives a Canada Council Bursary to explore the links between alchemy and 

surrealism in Europe. Joan Lowndes does an in depth feature in the Vancouver Sun on the 

project. 

 

http://www.greggsimpson.com/Vancouver_School_of_Collage.html


The D.O.L. was the launching pad for the following projects: The exhibition Canadian West 

Coast Hermetics, the Isle of Avalon Society and the periodical, Lodgisticks (1972-76).  

 

Divine Order of the Lodge Salon at the Avelles Gallery, Vancouver. This exhibition included 

david uu, Gregg Simpson and Gilles Foisy among others, and featured a grid of golden eggs on 

the gallery floor.  

http://www.greggsimpson.com/Hermetics.htm
http://www.greggsimpson.com/Hermetics.htm
http://www.greggsimpson.com/Chrono_71_75.htm#Avalon


 

Gilles Foisy at the Colonial Magic Theatre, Vancouver, 1970 

Performances by the ritual theatre group, the Isle of Avalon Society at the University of BC, 

Vancouver Art Gallery's Racetrack Annex, Intermedia and the Colonial Magic Theatre. 

 



 The performers were david uu, Ingrid Harris, Gregg Simpson, Bob Coleman and Alan Sharpe.  

             

 
 

Parisian artist and occult specialist, Francis Thénard, moves to Vancouver and presents a solo 

exhibition, Mandala at the Mido Gallery, Vancouver. 



 
 

Robert Davidson has a s solo exhibition of surrealist paintings at the Galerie Allen, Vancouver 

 

West Coast Lokas, solo exhibition of totemic assemblages by Al NeiI, Vancouver Art Gallery 

 

 
 

Al Neil: Assemblage installed at his Dollarton beach house, North Vancouver, 1970 
 

 

 



1973 
 

 Canadian West Coast Hermetics The Metaphysical Landscape included david uu, Jack Wise, 

Gary Lee Nova, Ed Varney, Gilles Foisy; and Gregg Simpson, who conceived the exhibition, the 

first to tour Europe from Vancouver’s avant garde. It was realized with the co-operation of UBC 

Fine Arts Gallery Director, Alvin Balkind and exhibited at the UBC Fine Arts Gallery before 

touring to the Centre Culturel Canadien, Paris; Canada House, London; Civic Gallery,St.Brieuc, 

Brittany; Palais des Beaux-Arts, Charleroi, Belgium. Surrealist writer and historian, José Pierre 

saw the exhibition during its installation in Paris in March 1973 

 

 
 

Canadian West Coast Hermetics, Centre Culturel Canadien, Paris, 1973 
 

 

 



 

A second version of the exhibition was staged at the Mido Gallery as West Coast Hermetics and 

included Simpson, Wise and david uu with Pat Martin Bates, Francis Thenard, Pegi Eccelston, 

John K.Esler, Taiko Koo Whang and James Felter 

 

 

1974-1975 

Canadian West Coast Hermetics toured to McMaster University, Hamilton and the McIntosh 

Gallery, University of Western Ontario, London. 

 

 
 

Jack Wise: Canadian West Coast Hermetics catalogue: 
Hubcap design for the Long Hum Transfer Company. 



 
 

Gregg Simpson: Wanderers, acrylic on canvas, Galerie Allen, Vancouver 

Publication of Gregg Simpson' collage novella, Saturated Scenes, and collage print series, 

Apparitions, Intermedia Press, Vancouver 

 



1975- ‘76  

Two person exhibition by Ted Kingan and Gregg Simpson, Student Union Gallery, UBC  

 

Ted Kingan: Untitled, gouache on card, 1975 

Publication of Les Hermetiques de la Cote Ouest, by Bradford Collins, Vie des Arts, Montreal.  

   
 

 



1977  

Opening of the Gallery Move, North Vancouver and the formation of the West Coast Surrealist 

Group: Robert Davidson, Ted Kingan, Michael BulIock, Gregg Simpson, and Leo Labelle. 

 
 

 

 

 



The international exhibition Surrealism Unlimited, Conroy Maddox and Friends, Camden Arts 

Centre, London includes Gregg Simpson, Michael Bullock, Robert Davidson and Ted Kingan. 

 

1978  

Second West Coast Surrealist group exhibition, Gallery Move, North Vancouver 

 

Poster for group show by the West Coast Surrealist Group, 1978 
Drawing by Ted Kingan 

1979 

Ladislav Guderna and Martin Guderna move to Vancouver and have their first west coast 

exhibition at the Helen Pitt Gallery,  

          

Works by Ladislav Guderna and Martin Guderna 



          

Gregg Simpson: Solo exhibition, 1979, Gallery Move, North Vancouver 

 

 

The West Coast Surrealists are included in Other Realities, The Legacy of Surrealism in 

Canadian Art (curated by Natalie Luckyj), Queens University, Kingston; Centre Culturel 

Canadien, Paris; Canada House, London. Also includes works by Vancouver artists David 

Mayrs, Gathie Falk and Glenn Lewis. 

 

 
 

David Mayrs: Kafka’s Funeral, acrylic on canvas, 1979 



 
 

West Coast Surrealists with Paul Wunderlich, Bayard Gallery, Seattle 

The West Coast Surrealist Group by Gregg Simpson, published in Terzoocchio magazine, 

Bologna, Italy. 

          

West Coast Surrealist Group, Hindenberg Gallery, Bethesda, Maryland and WASH ART '79, Art 

Fair, Washington D.C. 

Third West Coast Surrealist group exhibition, Gallery Move, North Vancouver  

 

 



1980 

Gallery Move’s new Vancouver location opens with the group exhibition, West Coast 

Surrealists. Exhibition is opened by José Pierre who also published a research paper based on his 

study of Surrealism in Canada. This exhibition included works by Robert Davidson, Ladislav 

Guderna, Martin Guderna, Ted Kingan, Dave Mayrs, Gregg Simpson, Francis Thenard, david 

uu, and Ed Varney. 

 

Poster for the West Coast Surrealist Exhibition 

 

 

David Mayrs: Dr. Livingstone, acrylic on canvas, 1980 



1981 

Associations, group exhibition at Galerie Surrealiste, Toronto includes the work of Gregg 

Simpson with a selection of Polish and Czech surrealists. 

 

Gregg Simpson: The Great God Pan, acrylic on panel, 1977 

Publication of CNRF Research paper by José Pierre entitled Surrealism in Canada, Université 

Rabelais de Tours. 

 

José Pierre 

http://www.greggsimpson.com/Jose1.htm


1982 

Gregg Simpson, solo exhibition, Galerie Surrealiste, Toronto 

The Melmoth Group formed with Michael Bullock, Ted Kingan, Martin Guderna, Ladislav 

Guderna, Hosea Hirata, Lori Ann Latremouille, Andre Somov, Gregg Simpson, Ed Varney, Rose 

Marie 'I'remblay, and Tim Iles. 

First Melmoth Group exhibition, Melmoth Gallery, Vancouver 

 

 

Contemporary Surrealist Prose 
Published by the Capilano Review (cover art by Gregg Simpson) 

 
 
 



1983 

Publication of Scarabeus, a journal of international surrealism  started by Ladislav and Martin 

Guderna. Scarabeus produced over twenty issues. 

 

Publication of Melmoth begins, edited by Michael Bullock, Ed Varney, and Martin Guderna, it 

contained poetry and visual art from a variety of local and international surrealists. 

 

 



Contemporary Canadian Art (Dr. David Burnett) describes and illustrates the work of 

the West Coast Surrealists including Simpson, Davidson, and Ted Kingan. 

 

    

Contemporary Canadian Art included Flight to Tangiers, 
oil and acrylic on canvas, 1977 by Gregg Simpson 

 

Publication of L'Univers Surréaliste, by José Pierre (editions Somogy, Paris} 

containing works by Ladislav Guderna, Gregg Simpson, Ted Kingan and Ed Varney. 

          

L’Univers Surréaliste cover and two pages which included works by Gregg Simpson 

 
 



1984 

Exposicao International Surrealismo E Pintura Fantastica Teatro Iberico, Lisbon, Portugal 

includes Ted Kingan, Ladislav Guderna, Gregg Simpson and Martin.Guderna. 

Ladislav Guderna organizes Signs and Enchantments, an international Surrealist exhibition  

with the co-operation of the PHASES Movement, Paris, E=MC2 Gallery, Vancouver. 

          

Painter and sculptor, Davide Pan and performance artist/poet, Sheri-d Wilson join 

the Melmoth group. 

 
 

Sculpture by Davide Pan 



1985 

Publication of The West Coast Surrealists by Carol M. Cram, Vie des Arts, Montreal 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1986 
 
Open Cages, Melmoth Group, Pitt International Gallery, Vancouver 
 

         
 

1988 

Ladislav Guderna and Ted Kingan exhibit with PHASES at the Musee Malraux in Le Havre, 

France 

                  
 

(lt.) Ted Kingan: Untitled, gouache on card; (rt.) Ladislav Guderna: Nocturne, tempera on card 
 



1989 

Melmoth Group exhibition, Threshold Gallery, Vancouver  

1990 

Artropolis 90 exhibits a surrealist section with Ladislav Guderna, Ted Kingan, Gregg Simpson, 

Lori Ann Latremouille and Martin Guderna. 

 
 

Gregg Simpson: Winter Rites, oil, 1990 

 
1991 

Lumiere Du Jour, Lumiere Noir, an international group exhibition organized by PHASES, Paris 

tours Quebec. 

Ladislav Guderna receives a major retrospective exhibition at the National Gallery, Bratislava, 

Slovakia 

 
Ladislav Guderna in Paris 



Fantastic Visions group exhibition, Gallery Alpha, West Vancouver includes Gregg.Simpson, Al 
Neil, Gordon Payne, Ladislav Guderna, Martin Guderna, Ed Varney, Francis Thenard and others. 
 

      
 

(lt.-rt.) works by Marilyn Mylrea, Gregg Simpson and Francis Thenard 
 

1992 

Ladislav Guderna exhibited in group surrealist exhibition at ACTUAL, Paris 

 

Members of the Melmoth Group 
lt-rt.:  Lori-Ann Latremouille. Michael Bullock, anonymous friend, Ladislav Guderna, 

Sheri-D Wilson, Gregg Simpson 

 



Women Surrealists, Surrey Art Gallery, includes work by Melmoth Group member, Lori-Ann 
Latremouille. 

 

Poster for Surrey Art Gallery exhibition of Women Surrealists, 1992 
Featuring cover art by Lori Ann Latremouille 

 

 
 

The Melmoth Group, Vancouver, 1992 
clockwise: Tim Isles, Ladislav Guderna, Ted Kingan, Lori-ann Latremouille, 

David Cochrane, Davide Pan (top), Michael Bullock, Martin Guderna,  
Sheri-D Wilson, Gregg Simpson. 



1993 

 
Ladislav Guderna solo exhibition, Threshold Gallery, Vancouver  

 

 

 
 

Ladislav Guderna: Lovers, tempera, 1982 
 

 

 
 

Al Neil: Rene Daumal Portrait Series, solo exhibition, Atelier Gallery, Vancouver 
 



1994 

Phases of Desire, international group exhibition, organized by Phases, Paris 

included work by L.Guderna, Michael Bullock and Gregg Simpson at 

CASE Gallery, Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York 
 

 
 

Michael Bullock: The Double Ego 
 
 

 
 

Constellations: Surrealism and its Affinities (the collection of Michel P. Christensen), 

Carleton University Gallery. This long time supporter of the west coast surrealists exhibited 

works from his collection by Ladislav Guderna, Ted Kingan and Gregg Simpson with other 

Canadian artists such as Tony Urquhart, Leon Bellefleur, William Ronald, Jack Shadbolt and 

such 20th cen. masters as Miro, Picasso, Matta, Giacometti, Henry Moore and others. 



1995 

Ladislav Guderna exhibited with Phases at the Galerie Lumiere Noir, Montreal.  

 

 

Dessin Automatiste 1945-95, organized by Phases was shown at Espace Arts Plastiques, College 

Publique, Plouec-sur-Lié, Brittany.( includes work by Gregg Simpson) 

1996 
 
Dessin Automatiste 1945-95 exhibited in College Camille Claudel, St.Quay-Portrieux, France  

Doctoral Thesis by Yves M. Laroque, L'Idee du Surrealisme au Canada Anglais, presented at the 

Sorbonne, Paris.  

http://www.painting-workshops.com/introduc.htm


1997 

 
 

 
Maldoror Park , Diversité Surréaliste 1935-1995, a group exhibition, including Ladislav Guderna and 
Gregg Simpson with Wifredo Lam, Jacques Herold, Kurt Seligmann, Pierre Alechinsky and others  at the 
Centre d'Exposition, Université de Montréal, Montreal, Québec. Exhibition is organized by Gilles 
Petitclerc, utilizing works from the collection of Edouard Jaguer, founder of the Phases Movement. 

 

 

 
 

Edwin Varney: Portrait of Andre Breton, hand-coloured litho, 1997 
 



1999  

 
 

Passing of José Pierre in May 

Continental Drift, the Surrealist Influence Simon Patrich Gallery, Vancouver included  Lori-

Ann Latremouille,  Martin Honisch, Ladisalv Guderna, Gregg Simpson, Edwin Varney, Martin 

Guderna, David Cochrane and Davide Pan.  

            

Sarane Alexandrian includes Gregg Simpson's work The Father C.R.C. Memorial Painting (above 
rt.) in Superiore Inconnu, Paris.  
 
 

http://www.greggsimpson.com/Continental.htm


 
 

Ladislav Guderna: Transcience 
(exhibition invitation) tempera, 1996 

Passing of Ladislav Guderna in October. 

2000 

 

Gregg Simpson exhibits frottage drawings in the Salle du Couvent, Seillans, France, last home 

of Max Ernst. The Salle du Couvent is located next to the Max Ernst/Dorothea Tanning 

Archives. 

 

 



2002 

 

Robert Davidson: Untitled oil painting 

West Coast Dreamers, Exhibition Centre, Harrison Hot Springs, B.C.organized by Robert 

Davidson, Leo Labelle, Pnina Granirer, Martin Guderna, Gregg Simpson,  Ricardo 

Spinace, and Lunar Suede. 

2005 

           

West Coast Surreal, A Canadian Perspective a group exhibition, Fundacion/ Museo Granell, 

Santiago de Compostela, Spain. The exhibition, part of a series of international surrealist groups 

and featured the work of Gregg Simpson, Pnina Granirer, Martin Guderna and Gordon 

Payne. 

      

(lt.) Gordon Payne: Tropism-2, mixed media 
(rt.) Martin Guderna: Quadruple Eyed Head oil on canvas 

http://www.greggsimpson.com/Santiago.html


     

Abstractions et Figurations a group exhibition conceived and organized by Gregg Simpson for 

the Maison des Artistes, Chateau Grimaldi, Cagnes-sur-Mer, France. It included the works of 

Gregg Simpson, Pnina Granirer, Martin Guderna and with Swedish painter, Echi Aaberg 

and Tristan Bastit, a Breton artist, living in Paris. 

2006 

 

A second version of West Coast Surreal  is held at the Grand Forks Art Gallery, Grand Forks, 

British Columbia with works by Gregg Simpson, Pnina Granirer, Martin Guderna and 

Gordon Payne. 

 

http://www.greggsimpson.com/Cagnes.html
http://www.greggsimpson.com/Cagnes.html
http://www.greggsimpson.com/Grand_Forks.html


2007 

 

Viagem a Arcturus, Um Postal Para Mario Cesariny, Museu Vermhelho, Estremoz, Portugal 

includes works by Martin Guderna and Gregg Simpson (above: The Demiurgus, serigraph by 

Gregg Simpson, 1975. 

2008 

 

Reverso Do Olhar: Exposiçâo Internacional de Surréalismo Actual, Casa da Cultura, Coimbra, 

Portugal included works by Pnina Granirer and Gregg Simpson. 



2009 

 

El Umbral Secreto: Ecuentro Internacional de Surrealismo Actual, Museo Soledad Salvador 

Allende, Santiago, Chile; toured to Valpraiso and Talca, Chile. Included were works by Martin 

Guderna, Leo Labelle, Lori Ann Latremouille Gregg Simpson and Pnina Granirer. Their 

works are now in the collection of the National Museum of Fine Arts, Santiago, Chile. 

2012 

 

Surrealism 2012: Toward the World of the Fifth Sun   at the Goggle Art Centre, Reading, 

Pennsylvania, includes two works by Gregg Simpson. and collective works from Cornucopia, 

collective works by Simpson, Rik Lina and John Welson. 

http://surrealismin2012.org/
http://surrealismin2012.org/


2014 

 

Leo Labelle: The Blue Man, acrylic on panel 

Works by Pnina Granirer, Gregg Simpson, Pnina Granirer, Ladislav Guderna, Sheri-D Wilson, 

Lori-ann Latremouille, Leo Labelle, Michael Bullock, and poet Jamie Reid are included in this 

issue of the Brazilian journal. 

 

Gregg Simpson: Blue Devil, conte, 2011 



2015 

 

The Keys of Desire, international survey exhibition of contemporary surrealism, Museo 
Municipal de Cartego, Santiago, Costa Rica has works by new members, Donna Balma and 
Famous Empty Sky along with Gregg Simpson, Pnina Granirer, Leo Labelle, Lori-an 
Latremouille and Martin Guderna. 

                           

Works by Donna Balma (lt.) and Famous Empty Sky (rt.) 


